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In 1875, Coney Island Hospital had its beginnings in a First Aid Station located on the oceanfront beach near West Third Street where emergency treatment was given.  The cases consisted chiefly of lacerations of the feet caused by broken bottles.


On May 12, 1902, a small wooden building, one and one half stories high, located on Sea Breeze Avenue, was rented to serve as an emergency hospital during the summer months.  Although referred to as the Sea Breeze Hospital, it was officially known as  Reception Hospital, and was actually an annex of the Kings County Hospital.  This unit had accommodations for 20 beds and facilities for emergency treatment.  Patients requiring surgery or prolonged treatment and care were taken to Kings County Hospital, about seven miles away, in a horse-drawn ambulance.

With the rapid growth of population in the southern part of Brooklyn, the need for a large and permanent hospital in this area, became apparent.

In 1908, construction of a 100 bed hospital was started on land purchased just north of Coney Island Creek and east of Ocean Parkway.  On May 18, 1910, dedication ceremonies were held.  Coney Island Hospital consisted of six buildings, namely; Main Hospital Building, Nurses Home, Employees Dormitory, Laboratory Building, Power Plant and Laundry Building.

Under the administration of Dr. Charles Durning, the first Medical Superintendent of the  Hospital, a children’s ward of 20 beds was added bringing the hospital bed capacity up to 120.  This was increased to 144 shortly thereafter.  Several minor changes were made between 1915 and 1920.

On August 1, 1927, ground was broken for the construction of a new Nurses Residence.  This was completed on May 28, 1928.  The Nurses Residence was a modern three-story structure containing 65 private single rooms, large reception room, dining hall and library.

In the Daily New of April 6, 1927, an item appeared indicating that Avenue Z was opened and paved from Ocean Parkway to 15th Street.  This street runs along the northern border of the hospital.  Up until this time, this area was a quagmire of mud and pools and was considered a menace to the health and well being of the community.

During this period, Coney Island Creek (across the street from the hospital, along Ocean Parkway) was filled.  Up to this time, the salt-march mosquito which bred in this marsh, played havoc in the children’s wards of Coney Island Hospital.  The Board of Health finally took steps to clear up the swamp and marshlands adjacent to the hospital.

During 1928, two floors, including a roof solarium were added to the hospital building, making it a six-story, modern, 300 bed institution.  This resulted in four additional wards.  Partitions divided all beds forming cubicles of 4 beds each.  A new feature of the wards was the addition at the end of the wards of large, spacious sun parlors for convalescents.  The interns and residents were moved from their quarters in the east wing of the hospital building to larger accommodations in the remodeled old Nurses Home.

In the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, April 8,1928, the following interesting data appeared in a column entitled “New Wing Finished at Coney Hospital”:  An unusual feature of the enlarged hospital will be a solarium or sun parlor, located on the roof of the main building, where patients may enjoy a splendid view of lower New York Bay,  the blue waters of the Atlantic and the hazy outlines of the New Jersey coast line, while getting a sunlight and ocean breezed treatment.”


”To increase the efficiency of the hospital, a modern radio call system is being installed.”

“A medical invention, known as the electric cardiogram, an extremely sensitive instrument which can photograph the electric wave that passes through the heart during a single beat making it possible to make delicate and accurate diagnosis of heart conditions, is another feature of the enlarged hospital.”

“To aid in the location and setting of fractured bones, a common accident along beaches, a modern fluoroscope has been added to the large x-ray equipment.”

“A modern carbon dioxide refrigerator plant is being installed to keep all ice boxes throughout the seven buildings of the hospital constantly cool.”

“The hospital is scheduled to be finished in a few weeks.”

“The present staff comprises 24 in the dispensary, 41 visiting doctors, 8 interns,

 2 resident doctors.”


In 1934, a new Laboratory-Mortuary Building was completed.  Besides complete facilities for the various phases of pathological laboratory work, provision was made for a large chapel, a well-equipped mortuary, and a large fire-proof garage.

In 1937, the old garage and stable was completely altered for use as a storehouse and an addition was constructed for a pharmacy.  A new boiler house was built in connection with the old boiler house and a two new boilers were installed.

In 1938, a new refrigeration unit was installed with considerable increase in ice manufacture for hospital use.

In 1939, a new wing for the Emergency and Admitting Unit was opened, containing 20 beds and complete facilities including emergency treatment rooms, isolation rooms, laboratory and blood bank.

In the Brooklyn Weekly of February 1947, an item appeared under the heading “Bus Line Extended to Coney Island Hospital”.  After seven years of public clamor, the Manhattan-Brighton Beach Bus Line was extended to Coney Island Hospital.  This service began February 26, 1947.

NEW CONEY ISLAND HOSPITAL


As part of New York City’s $200,000,000 Hospital Construction Program, actual work on the new Coney Island Hospital was started on June 30, 1953.  This 567 bed general care hospital building is in the form of an H – the south wing forming the inpatient block; the connecting wing containing the record room, clothes room, conference rooms, elevators, chapel, departmental offices, surgical supply unit; the north wing occupied by the outpatient department and ancillary services (X-ray, Lab, Operating Suite, Main Kitchen, Pharmacy).


The outpatient department, located in the north wing which is nine stories in height, was intentionally isolated in order to segregate heavy outpatient traffic from persons visiting the inpatient services.  Diagnostic and therapeutic ancillary services 

(x-ray, Laboratory, Radiation Therapy) are so arranged that a close inter-relationship is achieved for inpatient and out patient units.


The new hospital building faces the Atlantic Ocean and the Belt Parkway which precludes the erection of other buildings within 450 feet of the south façade.

DEDICATION CEREMONIES


The new 567 bed Coney Island Hospital at Ocean Parkway and Belt Parkway, Brooklyn, N.Y., constructed and equipped at a cost of almost 18 million dollars, was dedicated on Tuesday, October 30, 1956 at 3:30 PM, according to a joint announcement by Commissioner Frederick H. Zurmichlen of the Department of Public Works and 

Dr. Basil C. MacLean, Commissioner of Hospitals.

Principal speakers were:


The Honorable Robert F. Wagner, Mayor of the City of New York.


Honorable Abe Stark, President of City Council


Honorable John Cashmore, President, Borough of Brooklyn.


Honorable Maurice H. Matzken, Deputy Commissioner of Hospitals, presided and 
represented Hon. Basil C. MacLean, M.D., Commissioner of Hospitals.

Other participants included:


Hon. Frederick H. Zurmichlen, Commissioner, Dept. of Public Works.


Dr. Aaron Kottler, President, Kings County Medical Society.


Dr. Abraham D. Segal, President, Medical Board of Coney  Island Hospital.


Dr. John E. Hammett, Chairman, Lay Advisory Board, Coney Island Hospital and the new hospitals.



The shape of the new building and the disposition of its elements were planned so as to permit future expansion without disruption of hospital functions when the obsolescence of the existing hospital will demand the demolition.


Internally, the hospital functions are arranged with a view to non-interfering circulations, a reasonable balance between horizontal and vertical traffic, and a directness of traffic flow.  Another major objective sought and achieved was to bring into close relationship the inpatient services in the south wing with the outpatient, diagnostic and therapeutic services in the north wing.  This arrangement conserves the time of physicians and personnel who serves both in and outpatients.

DISTRIBUTION OF CLINICAL SERVICES IN NEW HOSPITAL STRUCTURE


Floor

Clinical Service


1st

Acute Medical Unit


3rd

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation Nursing Units


4th

Medical Nursing Units (Male)


5th

Medical Nursing Units (Female)


6th

Surgical Nursing Units


7th

Surgical Nursing Units


8th

Obstetrical Nursing Units


9th

Pediatric Nursing Unit – Medical




Pediatric Nursing Unit – Surgical




Communicable Disease Nursing Unit


Mr. Lester Martin, Chairman, Lay Advisory Board, Coney Island Hospital.


Rabbi Bernard L. Berzon, Cong. Ahavath Israel, Hospital Chaplain.


Rev. Martin P. Luther, New Utrect Dutch Reformed Church.


Rev. James E. McEvoy, St. Mark’s R.C. Church, Hospital Chaplain.

NEW HOSPITAL STRUCTURE


Design and construction of this new building for the Dept. of Hospitals of the City of New York were under the supervision of Frederick H. Zurmichlen, Commissioner of the Dept. of  Public Works, Albert Bauer, Senior Architect, Alexander Beresmakoff, Project Architect.  V.L. Falotico and Associates were Mechanical Engineers; Farkas and Barrou, Structural Engineers, Gerace and Castagna, General Contractor.


The new Hospital structure itself is conceived in an “H” – with one leg forming the inpatient block and facing south, the crossbar containing the main circulation core with offices and services, and the other leg occupied by the outpatient department as well as the “equipped services”, i.e., x-ray laboratories, operating and delivery suites.  The outpatient department was planned outside of the main hospital block in order to segregate the heavy outpatient traffic from visitors to inpatients; also because the equipped services demanded a wider wing than was required for the patient’s wing.


The hospital block is arranged in 10 stories, while the rear, or outpatient block is 9 stories high.  Above the 10th floor there is a penthouse occupied by female nurses, topped by roof structures which house mechanical equipment and water tank.


The connection between the new building and the existing hospital is via a relatively short elevated corridor, at the second floor level.   At this level, the new building provides a new kitchen which serves the old…

DESCRIPTION OF FACILITIES IN NEW HOSPITAL STRUCTURE


First Floor - The admitting-emergency division is located in the ward block and has separate entrances for ambulances and ambulatory admissions both controlled by a common admitting office.  The ambulance port provides for stationing of these ambulances.  Four admitting cubicles are provided for ambulatory admissions and three for ambulance admissions.  An admitting ward (acute medical) is provided consisting of 26 beds.  Minor operation and examining room, radiographic room plaster room patients’ bathing facilities and necessary utilities complete the admitting emergency division.  This division is placed in direct relationship with an admitting and discharge unit and serves both for the admission and disposition of patients discharged from the hospital.


On the opposite side of the main lobby at this level are located the information office, telephone equipment and switchboard room, investigation, compensation and liability office.  Also located in this wing are the employment office, payroll office and visiting doctors’ lounge.


The stem of the first floor contains the patients’ clothing room, soiled linen room, garbage, refrigerator and can storage and washing room and a mechanical equipment bay.


The first floor of the clinic wing is entered from Ocean Parkway.  Off the entry are located a children’s playroom, baby carriage room and a wheelchair alcove.  Waiting space for 120 first visit and revisit patients is provided.  A fluoroscopy room and a screening examining suite with three cubicles and an isolation room is located off the foyer of the registration area.  A suite of small offices is provided for personnel directing the operations of the outpatient department.  The registration office is directly connected with the medical records suite which flows into the connecting stem between the two building units.  A dispensing pharmacy is located at the junction of the outpatient department and the central corridor leading to the main lobby.  This communicates by dumbwaiter with a pharmacy storage and manufacturing division located on the second floor.  On the Ocean Parkway fronting, a one-story communicating structure connecting the ward block with the outpatient department wing house, the home care service, the social service offices and an all-purpose conference room for staff and patient educational programs.  This conference room has a seating capacity of 87.


The east wing of the clinic building houses the stewards division, housekeeping division, maintenance shops and mortuary.  Those service units are cut off from the outpatient department reception area and have an independent corridor system.  The stewards division consists of a receiving and checking room, a temporary storage division, milk and dairy refrigerator rooms, bulk meat storage refrigerator rooms, a meat preparation room and dry storage space.  It is connected by a service elevator with the second floor where additional refrigeration and dry storage space is provided.  The housekeeping division has provision for a housekeeping administrative unit, clean linen exchange and mending room.  Maintenance shops consist of an electrical shop, a machine shop, a blacksmith shop, a carpentry shop, paint shop, paint storage and engineers stockroom.  The oxygen manifold room serving the entire hospital with piped oxygen is located in this area.


The mortuary division has the customary provision for body storage and an autopsy room with three tables.  A mortician’s office, embalming room and body viewing alcove is provided.  A chapel is provided with a seating capacity of 44.

Second Floor – The ward wing houses the medical administrative offices, the medical board room, and medical library.  An auditorium is provided for teaching and staff conference purposes with a seating of 150.


A dining room is provided for all categories of personnel with a seating capacity of 440.


The stem of the building contains a central supply division and storage facilities for bulk surgical and pharmacy supplies.


The east wing of the clinic building contains the main kitchen and bakery, which will serve the entire hospital.  As previously noted, a portion of this wing is occupied by the stewards division.


The west wing of this unit houses the employees’ locker rooms and as previously noted, the pharmacy manufacturing division.




An enclosed corridor connects the new structure to the existing hospital, which will become the chronic disease division of the entire hospital.
Third Floor – This floor represents a perfect integration of in and outpatient facilities for physical rehabilitation.  The ward wing consists of two ward units of 36 beds each which communicates by a corridor in the stem with the occupational therapy and physical therapy and counseling service serving both the in and outpatient rehabilitation activities of the hospital.


Among the provisions of this division are facilities for remedial exercises, gymnasium, a suite for practice in activities of daily living, a hydrotherapeutic division and 12 cubicles for electrophysical therapy.  Facilities are provided for speech therapy and classrooms are available for instruction in remedial handicrafts


A chapel having a seating capacity of 60 is located in the stem of the building.  A revolving alter will provide the means of utilizing this chapel by the three principal faiths.

Fourth Floor – This floor consists of two medical nursing units of 38 beds each composed of five 6-bed units, two 2-bed units and four 1-bed units.


The stem of the building connecting with the outpatient department building at this level contains two conference rooms of 20 and 30 capacity each, which can be combined to form a single teaching and demonstration room for educational purposes.


The clinic wing at this level houses the mental hygiene clinic, pediatric clinic, eye, ear, nose and throat clinics, and the medical and surgical clinics. The mental hygiene clinic has provision for electroencephalography and electroshock therapy.  The medical and surgical clinic has 29 cubicled units and is so arranged as to permit of use in all or in part by the medical or surgical clinic at one time or concurrently.  A fluoroscope, a minor operating room and a plaster room are contained within the suite.

Fifth Floor – The ward block consists of a medical nursing unit of 38 beds and a tuberculosis nursing unit is divided into two sections of 12 beds each for male and female patients with common services and utility facilities and separate toilet and day rooms.  A fluoroscope and pneumothorax room is provided to serve this suite.


The outpatient department wing at this level contains the x-ray department serving the entire hospital and the outpatient department.  Provision is also made here for superficial and deep x-ray therapy and radioisotopes treatment.


The skin and dermatological clinics and the tuberculosis and dental clinics are located in the west wing.

Sixth and Seventh Floors – The ward block consists of two surgical nursing units of 76 beds capacity each. Each ward is divided into two self-contained nursing units of 38 beds capacity.


On the sixth floor, the outpatient department wing houses an obstetrics-gynecology clinic with electrocardiography, basal metabolism and “extraction” clinic, blood bank and pathological laboratories.  The obstetrical clinic consists of six examining cubicles, two physician consultation rooms and offices for the staff and social service.  A conference teaching room is provided for patient instruction.


The “extraction” clinic represents an innovation in that outpatient department patients requiring laboratory examinations will be referred to this central unit for “extraction” of specimens, i.e., blood, gastric, etc.


The pathological laboratory is located in an advantageous position to serve both the wards of the hospital and the outpatient department.  The blood bank is closely related to the hematology and serology laboratories and ample provision is made for bacteriology, chemistry, histology and clinical pathology.  A pathology library conference room is located in the stem of the building.


On the seventh floor of the outpatient department wing, is located the operating room suite.  It consists of six major operating rooms and a plaster room.  Provision is made for viewing of surgical operations and for television projection of operations.  A 10-bed recovery suite is provided.  A cystoscopy suite consisting of two cystoscopy rooms with waiting and office space, is also located on this floor.  The operating room suite communicates via the stem of the building with the surgical nursing units this floor and by elevator with the surgical nursing units of the floor below.

Eighth Floor  - This floor represents another opportunity for perfect integration of operating room and ward service.  In the ward wing are located two obstetric nursing units of 28 beds each consisting of four 6-bed units and four single bed units in each.  A newborn nursery is located between each block of two 6-bed patient units.  A 6-bed suspect nursery is provided to serve both nursing units.


A delivery suite which is located in the outpatient department wing consists of four delivery rooms, five labor rooms and a recovery ward with ancillary facilities.  A routine laboratory and admitting preparation room is provided at the entry to the suite.  Provision for complicated obstetrical cases is made in a special obstetrical unit consisting of 16 beds (eight single rooms and four 2-bed rooms) together with necessary treatment and utility provisions.


Doctors’ and nurses’ dressing rooms and a conference and demonstration unit are located in the stem of the building together with provision for housing of house staff on duty in this service, complete the obstetrical service of the hospital.

Ninth Floor – A medical pediatric and surgical pediatric ward of 31 beds capacity each is provided on this floor.  Each ward consists of three 6-bed units, three 3 bed units and four single rooms.


In the stem of the building is located an isolation nursery with a capacity of 10 bassinetts, a small premature isolation nursery of three bassinetts and a formula preparation unit.


A communicable disease unit of 30 beds capacity is located over the outpatient department wing at this level.  This wing is physically separated from the pediatric unit.  This service consists of four 2-bed units and six single bed units, and has its own operating, treatment and service facilities.


A separate access is provide to a roof playground on the east end of the outpatient department wing for children on the pediatric service.

Tenth Floor – House staff quarters with a capacity of 62 for male interns and residents is provided in the ward wing and stem of the building.

Penthouse – A penthouse with roof deck provides accommodation for eight women interns and residents and 21 nurses.

MODERNIZATION OF OLD CONEY ISLAND HOSPITAL STRUCTURE


This renovation was undertaken after the construction of the new hospital building.  When completed this reconstruction provided 283 beds for treatment of the chronically ill patients.  The new and the existing hospitals are connected in order that services facilities can be jointly used.


The entrance lobby formerly located on the second floor was moved to the ground floor level.  A 24-bed nursing unit consisting of three 5-bed wards, two 2-bed wards and five single rooms are located on the first floor.  A patient’s library, game room and recreation room is located on this floor with access from the recreation room to the grounds.  An information office is located in the entrance lobby.  Offices are also provided for the supervising nurses, recreation director and house-keeper of this unit.  Employees locker and toilet rooms, and patients clothing storage for this unit are located on this floor.

Second Floor – This floor was reconstructed to provide cubicled wards – with a total capacity of 50 beds consisting of a 26-bed ward, a 20-bed ward and two 2 bed rooms.  A pantry and dish washing unit serves an adjacent day and dining room area with seating capacity for 26.  An occupational therapy and physiotherapy unit serves patients in this building.  Communication at this level by a connecting corridor with the new hospital.

Third Floor – This floor having a capacity of 59 is subdivided into two cubiclized wards of 26 capacity each,  three 2-bed wards and one 1-bed room.  Similarly to the second floor, a pantry and dish washing unit serves and adjacent day and dining room area.


Existing radiographic and fluoroscopic rooms remain undisturbed in this building.

Fourth Floor – This floor is subdivided into three nursing units having a total bed capacity of 73.  There are two cubicalized wards of 25 beds each, one ward of 16 beds capacity, three 2-bed rooms and one single room.  A day and dining room is directly served by an adjoining panty and dish washing room.

Fifth Floor – This floor is identical in ward arrangement with the fourth floor.

Sixth Floor -  A solarium and game room with access to the roof from both sides is located on this floor.


Thus, in a span of a little over a half century, Coney Island Hospital, an acute general hospital, has grown from a 100 bed facility in 1910, to its present size of 850 beds.


It is interesting to reflect on the growth of the Medical Staff as indicated by the following:



In 1928



1963


Rotating Interns
8


27 (includes 2 Dental Interns)


Residents

2


65 (includes 1 Dental Resident)


Visiting Staff
           65

           435


Coney Island Hospital with its loyal and dedicated staff stands ever ready to serve the clinical needs of the people of this large community and will continue to grow.

Affiliation with Maimonides Hospital


In the New York World Telegram (Brooklyn Section), the following appeared:


“Affiliation between Coney Island Hospital, a municipal facility, and Maimonides Hospital, a voluntary teaching hospital affiliated with the Downstate Medical Center, was announced today by Mayor Robert F. Wagner.


The affiliation is the ninth in a series negotiated by Hospitals Commissioner Ray E. Trussell during the past two-and-a-half years.


Wagner said Coney Island Hospital will continue as a municipal institution and the status of city employees will be protected.  He continued:  “We are approaching the end of our reorganization program whereby we are contracting with medical schools and strong teaching hospitals to provide medical staffing of all types in the wards, in the clinics and emergency rooms and for home care.  I am grateful to Jack Aron president of the board of trustees of Maimonides Hospital and the trustees and the medical staff for their willingness to assume this added community responsibility.


Said Trussell:  “Our experience with the new affiliation has been uniformly excellent.  We have more qualified specialists, more and better trained residents, more clinic and emergency services, and better equipped hospitals.  All physicians selected for key positions at Coney Island Hospital will be subject of the approval of the faculty of the Downstate Medical Center.”


Trussell noted that negotiations, planning and contractual agreements will require several months for completion and have just been initiated at the medical staff and administration level.”
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